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accepted, the President was authorized by
proclamation to open the lands for settlement.
No preparations for the government of the
opened lands were made by Congress other than
the establishment of a United States court for
the whole Indian Territory. Land offices were
established at G-uthrie and one other place, and
a military force was placed in the district to
keep it free of intruders until the time set for
its legal opening.

By these provisions for the purchase of the
Indian lands one of the objections raised in the
debates on the bill for the organization of a
Territorial government for Oklahoma was re-
moved. The argument that the government had
not as yet secured title to these lands from the
Indians could no longer be used; this action
would therefore pave the way for the establish-
ment of a regular form of government. Gen-
eral Weaver took only an incidental part in the
debates on these cessions; but he was neverthe-
less keenly interested in the passage of these
portions of the bill, and one of the incidents he
delighted to recall was his ''breakneck ride"
down Pennsylvania Avenue with Senator Jones
of Arkansas to get President Cleveland's signa-
ture in the last hours of his first administra-
tion. An agreement was made with the Sem-
inoles for the release and conveyance" of
5,439,865 acres of land, for which the sum of